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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 
______________________________  
FRANCISCAN VINEYARDS )    
                             ) Mark:  BLACK RAVEN BREWING COMPANY 
  Opposer  ) Opposition No.:  91181755 
v.     ) Serial No.:  77223446 
     ) 
BEAUXKAT ENTERPRISES LLC ) 
     )  
  Applicant  ) 
______________________________) 
 
 

DECLARATION OF ROBERT “BEAUX” BOWMAN IN SUPPORT  
APPLICANT’S RESPONSE TO OPPOSER’S MOTION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT  

 

I, Robert “Beaux” Bowman, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 

Washington, do hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am over the age of 18 and I am competent to testify to the matters set forth herein. 

2. I am one of the members for Beauxkat Enterprises, LLC, the Applicant in this matter. 

3. I have considerable experience in brewing beer.  I first started in the industry in 2001 

in Redmond, Washington.  I received a Bachelors Degree in Business Management from 

William Carey College in 1999.  I have been certified as a brewer by the American Brewers 

Guild.  A true and correct copy of that certification is attached as Exhibit A. 

4.  I have worked as a production shift brewer, lead brewer, and head brewer for three 

different brewing companies:  

 Mac & Jacks Brewing Company (2001-2003) - Production brewer; 

Far West Ireland Brewing Company (2003-2005) – Lead brewer; 

Ram Restaurant & Brewery (2005-2007) – Head brewer. 

5. I have received two national and one international awards for my beers.  In 2006 my 

beer, Total Disorder Porter, received a bronze medal in the brown porter category at the 

2006 World Beer Cup.  Also in 2006 another of my beers, Rambeaux Strong Scotch Ale 

received a bronze medal in the Scotch Ale category at the 2006 Great American Beer 



Festival.  Finally, also in 2006 my beer, Slapshot Stout received a silver medal in the Irish 

Dry Stout category at the 2006 Great American Beer Festival. 

6.  I have been an active member of the Washington Brewers Guild since 2003 and 

involved in the local beer scene. 

7. In January of 2007 I founded (with my partner) BeauxKat Enterprises, LLC with the 

intention of opening a small, neighborhood brewery and taproom on the Eastside of Seattle.  

A true and correct copy of the Certificate of Formation for BeauxKat Enterprises, LLC is 

attached hereto as Exhibit B.  While we went public with our website and began actively 

soliciting customers with our website in September 2007 (we have made no sales of beer 

yet, but have built up anticipation for the opening of our location), we are currently slated to 

open the brewery and taproom in March of 2009.  

8. Our business will be the production and sale of beer. Our channels of distribution will 

be a combination of on-site retail and wholesale distribution to specialty beer stores and 

accounts (pubs/alehouses/restaurants). Our intent is to have the majority of our sales directly 

retail in our taproom with the balance of production capacity being sold wholesale.   

9. Attached as Exhibit C is a true and correct copy of our proposed label for our first 

beer.  We have not attempted to trademark this label, only our name, BLACK RAVEN 

BREWING COMPANY. 

10. In my experience working in the beer industry, beer is marketed to a different 

customer base than wine.  While some beer drinkers may occasionally have a glass of wine, 

and some wine drinkers may occasionally have a beer, in general they are two distinct 

groups of people.  I have attached as Exhibit D a copy of a press release from the Wine 

Institute on January 5, 2006.  This article shows the results of a study done by Yankelovich 

and The Segmentation Company for the Wine Institute in California that shows, among 

other things, the difference in the markets for beer and wine.  My experience in this industry 

agrees with their findings. 

11. Prior to this action by Franciscan Vineyards, I was only tangentially aware that there 

was a wine or winery on the market that may have incorporated a raven into its name.  I had 

no specific knowledge of Franciscan Vineyards or its products. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF SERVICE 
 

 I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of Declaration of Robert “Beaux” 

Bowman in Support of Applicant’s Response to Opposer’s Motion for Summary 

Judgment was forwarded by first class, postage pre-paid mail by depositing the same with 

the U.S. Postal Service on this 5th day of January, 2009 to the Opposer at the following 

address: 

 
Stephen L. Baker 
Baker & Rannells 
575 Route 28, Suite 102 
Raritan, NJ  08869 
 

 A copy of the same was sent via e-mail on this 5th day of January, 2008 to the Opposer at 

the following e-mail addresses: 
 
officeactions@br-tmlaw.com
k.hnasko@br-tmlaw.com
n.friedman@br-tmlaw.com
l.kurth@br-tmlaw.com
s.baker@br-tmlaw.com
 
 
 
   ROMERO PARK & WIGGINS P.S. 
    
   /Diana Sanders/____________________ 
   Diana Sanders, Legal Assistant 
   155 – 108th Avenue NE, Suite 202 
   Bellevue, WA  98004 
   (425) 450-5000 telephone 
   (425) 450-0728 facsimile 
   dsanders@rpwfirm.com 
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